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CIVIL WRONGS IN ULSTER: 
CRAIG ON THE RUN 


R ANK-AND-Fll^E militancy against 
State power in Ulster is, according 
to latest reports from the Six Counties, 
increasing daily. 

Last Saturday's march by 15,000 civil 
rights demonstrators—and more revolu¬ 
tionary elements—^through the streets of 
Derrv' is the nearest thing to a victory 
chalked up against the regime yet. 

Harried by their own marshals and 
stoned by gangs of Paisley bigots, they 
nonetheless successfully defied William— 
‘Sieg Heir—Craig's one-month ban on 
■larches inside the walled area of the 
city and occupied the Diamond. Derry's 
main square. 

Indicative of police loyalties was the 
way the heavy-footed dupes of the Royal 
Ulster Constabulary stood passively by, 
making no attempt to stop the periodic 
hail of 'loyalist’ rocks. This, in contrast 
lo the earlier massing of cops—an Irish 
comrade estimated on the phone on 
Monday 400 of them—-behind buses and 
barricades on the Craigavon Bridge as 
the marchers approached. 

Hardly surprising, then, that injuries 
were not tew in number. 

Effects of the demonstration were al¬ 
most immediate—as well as the first sign 
that the revolt is spreading on any scale 
to those who really matter: dockers were 
on the march on Monday afternoon, two 
days after the demonstration, and a fac¬ 
tory^ of w-omen workers. The women 
have come out before, but. significantly, 
this is the first time they have actually 
gone onto the streets. 

Latest news at the time of going to 
press (Monday evening) is that two civil 
rights *leaders*^ have taken out summonses 
against Craig for *cond'ici likely to cause 
a disturbance of the peace*. So even the 
tragedy is not without an elemeni of 
farce. . . 

Most lyrannical of the laws behind 
which the ruling autocracy hides itself 
are, of course, the Special Powers Ads. 
Though notorious, their real extent has 
been little mentioned by the English 
press In fact, just prior to his untimely 
death. Dr. Hendrik Verwoerd went so 
far as to remark that Northern Ireland 
had the 'ideal system of state contror. 

Under liiese .4cls the police are em¬ 
powered lo: arrest without warraiil: 
imprison wUltoul charge or trial, and 
deny recourse lo Habeas Corpus; search 
homes wilboul warrant: declare a curfew 
and prohibit nieeiings and assemblies; 
permit punislijueni hy flogging; arrest 
persons it h desired to examine as wit¬ 
nesses, forcibly detain them and force 
them to answer ftuestions under threat 
of punisiinicnti even if answers may 
jneriminate them; prevent access of rela- 
lives or legal advisers to anyone im¬ 
prisoned without trial; arrest anyone who 
'by word of mouth* is alleged lo liavc 
spread ^false repoiis* or made a Halse 
fitatcnient*; prohibit die clrculalion of 
any newspaper; prohihii the possession 
of any film or graiiiophone record. 

As though al! this were not enough, 
the police can arrest anyone who does 
anything ‘calculated to be prejudicial to 
the presentation of peace or mainlenance 
of order and nut specifically provided for 
in the regulations'. Craig can also, of 
course, ban strikes. 

Perhaps the most sinister feature of 
the Special Powers Acts, however, is that 
an inquest on any person ‘found dead* in 
Northern Ireland can be prohibited. 'Phe 
possibilities inherent in this are. needless 
to say, obvious. Some years ago. for 
example, following allegations of police 
'malpractices*, the police—surprise, sur¬ 
prise—conducted an enquiry. They 
revealed that the man in question had, 
in fact, ‘shot himself dead in Brown 
^uare police station. Belfast while be^ 
ing interrogated by arresting officers*. 
No one, of course, w.is to blame for this 
inconsiderate fellow’s demise. 

Meanwhile, comrades in Belfast report 


that the anarchist group is attracting new 
members every week, and that Queen's 
University now has a militant RSSF 
branch. The attitude of Belfast comrades 
to the present siluation^was summed up 
by one of them this week: T agree that 
one-man*one-vote is a bit of a drag, but 
coalition is necessary at this stage.' 

Of the Civil Rights Association be 
said: Tt is led by Betty Sinclair, an aged 
Stalinist hack, and Eddie McAtccr, an 
aged Naiionaiisl hack. The young prefer 
to organise for themselves/ 

Thi recently-formed ‘People's Demo¬ 
cracy', however, he describes as The most 
democratic body in Northern Ireland at 
present*. Based at Queen*s, it is open to 
anyone and there are no membership 
cards. Jt has a changing committee, who 
are elected to do various jobs. Among 
other things, it intends to set up citizens* 
advice bureaux and picket ‘Rachman* 
landlords- 

Tt is becoming more and more socialist 
—but libertarian as opposed to bureau¬ 
cratic, Members are more militant since 
the police hit some of them. More young 
workers are getting involved/ 

Footnote; One Belfast comrade told a 
mass meeting last week: ‘The fact that 
there isn't one-man-one-vote at the 
moment just shows how reactionary the 
buggers are. But once you get it, they 
will shit on you still/ He added: *1 am 
an anarchist/ There were great cheers. 

Reo B. 



TOM HILLiER 


T om HILLIER, a welMtntmn niilitanh 
was arreslcd a week afier he look 
pari In a deimms trail on in solidarity w ith 
French .siudenls and workers on May 26. 
The deiuonsiration went to the French 
Embassy and ended in Hyde Park, where 
there was a meeting on the gniss. A 
tiumher of people spoke, incltiding Tom 
Hillier, who made an appeal for funds 
to help those arrested at the French 
Embassy, At this poini Chief Inspector 
Donnelly fried lo arrest him, on the 
grounds that it was illegal to make a 
colled ion in file park. A crowd sur¬ 
rounded the inspector. Tom HliJlcr 
slipped away. A scufife developed, with 
the police hitting oul at all and .sundry. 

For this Toni Hillter was charged wJfh 
using Thre;i!eiiing wiirds wherehy a 
breach of the peace mighl have been 

occasioned’, ^ncitemeiil to riot’, ^assault¬ 
ing a police officer in the execution of 
his duty*, and Mnciteniciit t<i assault a 
police olheer in the execution of his duty*. 

He has now been tried. (See Toni 

Hillier's Idler in this issue,) 'flie trial 

ended on Noseiiiher 5. He was found 
guilty (by a majority verdict) of using 
Tlireatening words*, but not guilty thy a 
unanimous verdld) of all ihe other 
charges. 

Tlie judge (Uhristmas Humphries—a 
leading British Buddhisl fiddly enough) 
Udd Ihe jury that jf they found Tam 

iftIUer not guilty of any of Ihe eliarges 
they were taking ime of two altenmlives: 

(1) Either they were saying thai the 
eiglil police wilnesses were gravely mis- 
taken and therefore grossly ijicompefeiit; 

(2) or that they were saying tliai the 
eight police witnesses were involved in a 
deliberate conspiracy tfi pervert Ihe 
Cfiiirse of Justice, 

No jfidicalioii lias yel lieefi given of 
which allennilive was preferred, or of 
what the authorities are going lo do 
about it, 

Wlien ’Freedoiir reported ihe case 
(June 2^) we described Ihe charges as 
Tantaslic check*. 'Hie jury appears to 
have agreed. 

EDITORS. 



pXX)D, CLOTHING And SHELTER are man’s three basic necessities. 

There must be afi anarchist lesson in the fact that of these three, the 
one which is most ^entralised, least subject to Govcmmcnl control 
and mass production, ptiost open to free individual choice and even free 
individual productioi^-c/ofAmg^is the one which most nearly meets 
the needs of the people, is subject to most direct consumer control and 
is regarded as a source of pleasure by most. 

Food IS, allowing fur agricultural hostels for the homeless has in- 
subsidy and so forth,^hll firmly in creased by no less than 3,000 since 
the hands of private enterprise, Cathy was first shown. Nearly 
however monopi>Iistic4shlt provides 16,000 human beings now sleep in 
a wide choice, and is, in capitalist the dormitories of these hostels— 
terms, fairly cheaply available in allowed in at night, thrown out in 


this country. 

Bui housing, which (of our three 


Ihe morning. 

We are told that the film has 


basic needs is most subject lo affected the climate of opinion in 
Government control—this is in an the country. Well, bully for the 
appalling condition, has been for climate of opinion—^bul where are 

the bloody houses? 

The real fact of the matter is 
that housing is not profitable. 
Building is not an export industry, 
so it is subject to Selective Employ¬ 
ment Tax, making labour expen¬ 
sive. All the incentives therefore 


years, and is getting worse. 

Last week, the BBC television 
film Cathy Come Hontt was shown 
to the nation again—for the third 
time. First time it ifBs shown it 
shocked the bourgeoisie, who had 
no idea that thousand.s of British 


families existed on a tond-lo-mouth are for existing building resources 
basis week by week in conditions to be used for the profitable sector 
unfit for animals to ?]ive in; that of the industry^ffice and factory 
they were subjected to cruel ham- building, hotels and luxury accom- 
fisted bumbledom by stupid officials modalion. 
operating inhuman regulations; that GOOD ENOUGH FOR 
wives could be separated from hus¬ 
bands, children taken away from 
mothers; that if you icoiild make 


HOI POLLOl 

For the hoi polloi—Ronan Point 
system building (see page 2) is good 


that Eunuch Powell can play upon. 
It is this irresponsibility that every 
petty fascist-minded hoodlum can 
build his emotional clap-trap upon. 

The reasons for uur shortage of hous¬ 
ing has nothing whatsoever to do with 
the presence of a coloured minority in 
our midst—but frustntled, deprived, be¬ 
wildered. over-crowded, under-educated, 
under-privileged people can more easily 
hit oul at the wog next door than ihcy 
can see a way out of ihc general situa¬ 
tion which is the real cause of all their 
troubles—but which they have been 
taught to accept as the British way of 
life. 

Housing is the key to so much lha;i is 
wrong in our social sel-up that It almost 
makes us suspect it is a deliberate ploy 
on the Government’s part lo keep it in 
short supply. The shortage itself is 
always a good election platform, with 
meartingless promises following meaning¬ 
less statistics on both sides, and acting 
as a strong lever for the gtxKl old lactic 
of divide and rule. Prejudice and 
‘keeping property values up* close of! 
certain areas to coloured tenants and 
house-owners, so ghettoes grow in the 
areas where they can get in. 

There is simply no shoil-icrm, political 
or reformist answer to all this. Nothing 
Coutkiiiedl on $ 


Fm not prejudiced . • 


love but not make money; that if enough, and not even enough of 
you were poor, inarticulate and that 


unable to cope, then boy you’ve 
just had it , . . tiie bourgeoisie were 
shocked, and as" tUq ^phiy doased 


The necessity for everything to 
make a profit in money terms leadi^ 
in many to the desiruclJon c?f 


with Cathy weeping^ alotie on a perfectly good housing in order to 
railway station while her kids were ‘properly exploit’ the site, but the 
dragged screaming away from her trimming down of costs to meet the 
by po-faced officials^ they reached niggardly allowances made by the 

Government for municipal housing 
means that good old houses are 
replaced with poor new ones, or 
high density blocks, which will be 
the slums of thirty years hence. 

U is all totally inadequate. And 


for their cheque-books and sent a 
fiver to Shelter, 

That was two years ago. Cfl//i)' 
was shown again Lst year, and 
again last week. Eadli time the im¬ 
pact gets less—and each time it is 


shown the figures fir the homeless social dynamite, too. We are now 
and hopeless havd grown. Last beginning to understand the psy- 
year there were 4,(K)0 children in chological pressures brought about 


State institutions ' because their 
families couldn’t lind a decent 
home. This year IIktc are 5,000 


by overcrowding, and we don’t 
have to be psychologists to under¬ 
stand the resentments of people 



The number of pe(i|ile existing in deprived of a basic need. It is this 


BUT I EXPLOIT THE 
PREJUDICES OF OTHERS . 




THE FORGES BEHIND PUWELL 


BELIEVE IN FREEDOM of speech 
■ and democracy, but I believe it 
should only be awarded to people of 
British stock', said Drt David Brown 
of the National Democratic Parly at 
a meeting on immigration at Grays 
recently. In the usual fashion of Right- 
wing demagogues, he was careful to 
add how much he was. against Fascism 
and Nazism. This did not however 
prevent him going on to say of 'mixed 
marriages*^ 'People who marry outside 
their identity and society forfeit the 
right to belong lo that society. Mixed 
marriages can be considered in the same 
light as homosexualiiy. They arc in¬ 
dulged in by a ndnoriiy. and the 
majority find them abttbrrenr. So half- 
castes should be pul a separate slale^ 
he said. 

In the finale of luB speech he said, 
'Over 50.f)fK) coloured immigrants will 
come to this couiitD^ each year. There 
is no salvation in any of ihe three 
parties, but unless lli^re is we are lost, 
because the coloured] people will out- 
brecd us. There is ^itly one answer— 
repatriation. Humanilarian and phased 
over a time, but repatriation it must 
be.* 

He concluded. “Lcl^ m join together, 
sally forth I This h a struggle for 
survival. Let us out with that in 
our minds, urging us On to make England 
a safe place for our children to come 
into. Our forefathers and anceslors 
died for us.* This was greeted by 
fervent applause. 

Another speaker, Mr. Albert Kingham, 
said, 'I am not a racialisi. i don’t bale 
them because their skins are black. 


I hate them next to me, I hate their 
habits. They stink. They smelU It*s 
about time we realised ii and made 
them realise it too.* Earlier he had 
said, ‘During the war we stopped the 
Germans invading, but we have got a 
far bigger invasion on our shores now*. 
(Actually there are now twice as many 
Germans as Pakistanis in the countr>L) 

‘This is our country/ he observed, 
‘we were here first. Unless a firm 
hand is taken there will be bloodshed 
in the street, and 1 might be in the 
lead of this.' 

The Chairman, Mr. Kevin Baron, hit 
out at ‘the evil ideas which arc sapping 
the moral stamina of our people*, 
whereby 'pride in country and respect of 
our ancient foundaiion was no longer 
entertained in the minds of young 
people*. Some of the more gullible 
young people even looked upon authority 
as ‘a means of oppression*. He con¬ 
cluded, 'Our forefathers created, main¬ 
tained and established civilisation in 
every part of the world.' 

The rest of the speakers seemed to 
think people from other parts of the 
World w'ere uncivilised (noisy, unhygienic, 
pox-riddcii, high breeders, overcrowded, 
etc.) Mrs. Joy Page (Secretary of the 
Immigmlion Control Council) brought 
up leprosy and polygamy. Mr, A. Baron 
put forward the original argument that 
people from difFerent races are diflercnt, 
'They will want a society in which 
they can live and which you will not 
be able to live in/ 

A large number of National Front 
members were in the audience at the 
meeting, which had been called by the 


East Anglian Forum, Among the de¬ 
mands made was that all people who 
entered the country since 1947 should 
be returned to the country they came 
from, and that aliens should not be 
allowed to speak on political matters. 
The Race Relations Act was attacked 
for ‘curtailing the freedom of the indi¬ 
vidual to discriminate** 

It is as well that we should be aware 
of the circulation of ideas such as 
these- These people could be extremely 
dangerous. We already have the classic 
situation for creating Nazism (why use 
the relatively innocuous and by now 
semi-humorous term 'Fascist*, why not 
call it what it is?) in this country^ that 
is—economic crisis and a suitable and 
easily identifiable minority to play the 
role of scapegoat. 

These people are the kind of people 
who are behind Mr. Powell Powell 
docs not go so far as to compare 
’mixed marriages’ to homosexuality. He 
does not say he hates people because 
they stink. As a politician he has to 
watch his words. But behind his smooth 
phrases lurk the same attitudes and 
prejudices. He, too, wants to ‘repatri¬ 
ate' non-Europeans, Hitler too originally 
claimed that all he wanted was that 
the Jews just leave Germany. The 
result was at the beginning harassment, 
with window-breaking and beatings. 
Then it became a herding into ghettoes. 
Finally it ended with actual extermina¬ 
tion, People who are capable of feeling 
such an intense physical revulsion from 
their fellow humans as some of the 
speakers quoted above arc capable of 
any cruelly. They are mentally sick 
people, as is probably Powell himself. 
Unfortunately there is no way of treat¬ 
ing them at present. We must be on 
our guard, 

M,R 
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Vl/HO IS COHN-RENDIT? Well, for 
^ those w'ho like to get their per¬ 
sonalities right, the name covers both 
Daniel and his brother Gabriel w^ho 
assisted in writing the book. It is diffi¬ 
cult to write of it w^iihout adding to 
the considerable cult already surround- 
in this revolutionary firebrand, or, for 
lhat matter, wulhoul seeming purposely 
to detract from it. But, truthfully, it 
rs the best piece of amiriimilion to 
come our way in a long time. 

Without worrying too much about 
anarchist dogma, Obsolete Commum'sm 
may be taken as a stafement of the 
radical left and a condemnation of all 
forms of Communist hurcaucTacy and 
obstructionism, especially when this is 
invoked in the name of 'objectivity — 
the demands of the workers may be 
just but objeciivety they arc self de¬ 
feating: the students may be acting in 
a revolutionary manner but objectively 
they are aiding counter-revolution. Be¬ 
ware of objectivity! 

Also, beware of Trotskyism! This 
will surprise many who. thinking of 
Trotsky being exiled and later murdered 
by order of Stalin, and of Trotsky 
proclaiming the doctrine of Permanent 
Revolution, regard Leon and his fol¬ 
lowers as kindred souls. They forget 
the other side; Trotsky saying: '7/rc 
must not be allowed to roam 
all over Russia, They must be sent 
where they are needed, called up and 
directed like soldiers . . , and all those 
who shirk put into concentration camps.* 
Trotsky stamping out libertarianism in 
Kronstadt and among Makhnovites; 
Trotskyists, during May, ordering stu¬ 
dents back to the Sorbonne when they 
w^ere on the verge of occupying the 
principal ministries of the French govern¬ 
ment; Trotskyists having a picnic in 
Hyde Park on October 27 w'hilc anar¬ 
chists W'cre tackling the State in 
Grosvenor Square. 


UNTIL THE NEXT TIME 


Perhaps we ^iU have a school of de¬ 
sociology' next. That is the great 
dilemma of rxi^cr^ cvery'whcrc. How 
can they adjust every restive clement 
into the social framework if they cannot 
placate even those who are supp<ised 
to do the adjusting? 

The book goes on to describe the 
various wriggijngs of the Communist 
Party and the C GT to maintain thetr 
status as norn^l bourgeois institutions 
without losinri working class support, 
and generally making a disgrace of 


themselves. There is also the gradual 
feeling of disillusionmcni among the 
followers of the above organisations 
from the end of the War and through 
the Algerian struggle. However, as this 
subject has already been more than 
beaten into a cocked hat, we will just 
say that this is possibly the best account 
so far published and is worth reading. 

Newer, and more Interesting, 1 think, 
is Cohn-Bendit's tilt at the many forms 
and shapes of Bolshevism from 1917 
with Lenin and Trotsky, to their various 


RON&I POINT 


‘Please leave the Coniniiinist 
PartA' as clean on leaving as 
you would like to find it on 
entering.’ 

—‘Obsolete Conimunisin', 
p. 50. 


Editorial office open Fridiiy, November 
22f 6-8 p.tiL nrtd Monday, November 25« 
2-8 

Telephone: BlShopsgate 3015. 


New temporary address: 
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(Underground; Aldgate East. Exit: 
Whitechapel Art Gallery. Turn right 
on emerging from station.) 

Temporary opening tinies: 
Tuesday-Friday, 2-6 p.m, 
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Predictably, much of the book deals 
with the 'Events of May\ and with 
the inicrestmg crisis which the Slate 
bas created for itself with its Sociology 
students. They (the controllers of the 
State) can never understand that if people 
are sent to universities to study rhe 
various social conflicts they may well 
produce solutions smacking of anarchism 
or marxism, or something, not at al] 
desirable in the eyes of the State, and 
that armed with this knowledge they 
may just decide to do something about 
it—even take the problem into the 
streets. Poor old self-destroying State I 


T HL popular press is normally 

hostile to) anarchist ideas—papers 
sell best that re«^urc people that things 
can safely be left as they arc, but every 
now and then there is an event spectacu¬ 
lar enough to force itself into the head¬ 
lines even ih. it reveals a glimpse of 
the truth. 

The consequent torrent of public con¬ 
cern released can lead to a significant 
advance towards the free society. 

Such recent; events have been the 
Profumo affairj the planting of the Sgt. 
Cliallenor hncljon a peaceful demonstra¬ 
tor, the Abi^an lip avalanche, the 
resistance of the Daniels family to evic¬ 
tion from a hojstel for the homeless, and 
the Hornsey An C.ollcgc student take¬ 
over, We have been given more and 
more opportunities to sec through rents 
in the rotten old fabric of authoritarian, 
competitive >odcly, and public discon¬ 
tent grows apati- 

I believe iliajthc Ronan Point disaster 
is firmly in ihis category and can lead to 
an important change of altitudes. 

It bas now become clear to everyone, 
as it has always been to anarchists, that 
the built environment is too important 
to be left to the alliance of national and. 
local auihoriti^ and big business. 

That panaci of housing ills *indus- 
irialised syst|pi building’ has been 
latched onto bf^the politicians to con us 
into thinking that they are dealing effec¬ 
tively with housing problem. Of 
coijjTse, ihey Tiousing in quantU 

tative terms, kill on this level they should 
be solving the ^iTnanients problem which 
lies behind it. 

The real crisisJn housing is qualitative. 
The implicati^iV* industrialised sys¬ 
tem building i^ha'd not forced themselves 
on the public until the partial collapse 
of the Ronan , Point tower blcNck after a 
minor cAplosibu.. 

One basic proliiem revealed is. who is 
responsible for the structural integrity 
of such a buiiuijW? Ultimately there is 
no place for architect in system 


building. The more developed and effi¬ 
cient the system, the less scope there is 
for creative imagination and personal 
responsibility to be employ^. Clerks 
and specialist-trained technicians can run 
the bits and pieces together, or better 
still the computer can be programmed to 
produce the cheapest way of slacking the 
slock units together. 

Because the building has no one who 
can cull himself its designer, it follows 
that everyone involved has to assume 
that the system itself takes care of struc¬ 
tural strength. 

It is easy to understand how a situation 
developed where the concerns of profit 
and loss central to the big industrial 
undertaking have dictated an approach 
to building that has placed rapidity of 
construction above soundness of joints 
between structural members, and has led 
to the production of large cheap panel 
units fitted directly together without a 
structural frame. 

The shareholders have received their 
dividends, but we have a series of build¬ 
ings in which any explosion equivalent 
to igniting a quart of petrol will blow 
out the wall panels allowing the floor to 
drop onto the one below which is too 
weak to take the extra load and both 
drop to the floor below and so on down. 

Mercifully this has happened only 
once so far. and we have been alerted 
to a situation that demands drastic action. 
How typical that the immediate official 
reaction was to declare that Uhere is no 
evidence of structural failure’, and then 
seeing that something had to be done, to 
cut off the gas supply that provided heat 
for the tenants. How Marie Antoinette 
would have approved of the modem 
interpretation of her advice to the starv¬ 
ing to eat cake if there were no bread, 
when officials explained that electricity 
could used for heating instead, (The 
likely result of the prohibitive cost of 
electricity would be the improvisation of 
paraffin heating in the flats leading to 
Continued on page 3 


offshoou, Slabn. Mao Tv V . . 

Fidel Castro who haw 

bumped ofT rnany millu-H' - 
for not fitting easily t\w v 

republics of their iiberaT<>i>i* Res ^ 

the basic anarchist si indpomi ►'ia! 
rulers are any good anyway, the Ho|- 
she\nks and their successors all ^ 

the world have reached the funher 
penersion of puniue the interesi.^ of 
their Party abtwc those of the worki 5 g 
class, and, having done that, irymg u. 
justify such a position with marx-'i 
theory'. 

What Cohn-Rendit opposes more than 
anything dse is thv supfK^sed need for 
the much - vaunted revolutionan \‘aii- 

guard. This has resulted in and con¬ 
tinues to encourage careerists 'on the 
make'. 

‘ft is in the light of this bur4.*ih 
cralisation that the Bolshevik Party 
has been studied. Although its bureau¬ 
cratic nature is not, of course, its imly 
characteristic, it is true to say thai 
Communists, and also Trotskyists, Mao¬ 
ists and the rest, no less than the 
Capitalist Stale, nil look upon the pro¬ 
letariat as a mass that needs lo be 
directed fwm above. As a result, de¬ 
mocracy degenerates into the ratifica¬ 
tion at the bottom of decisions taken 
at the top, and the class struggle U 
forgotten while the leaders jockey for 
power within the political hierarchy,' 

Against this scene of betrayal and 
opportunism Cohn-Bcndit compares the 
efTorts of Makhno and his friends who 
said in a manifesto published by the 
Culniral and Educaiional Section of the 
Insurrectional Makhno vile Army t\): 
'Only by overthrowing all governments, 
every represenialive of authority, by 
destroying the State, by a social rcvo* 
lution. can we introduce a true system 
of Workers’ and Peasants’ Soviets and 
advance towards socialism ' 

Rather interesting, it was, to see the 
expression ‘All Power to the Soviets' 
recently on I he front page of Black 
Dsvarf, considering how industrious their 
mentor, Trotsky* had been at demolish¬ 
ing such soviets whenever he found 
them. 

Theoretically, Cohn-nendit’s position 
is rather similar to that of Bakunin. 
Like Bakunin, he is definitely on the 
.socialistic wing of the anarchist move¬ 
ment, and, like Bakunin, he is heavily 
influenced by Marx. 1'his influence is 
felt, however, in his analy.sLs of a 
particular situation rather than in his 
solution to it His writing is also, 1 
think, reminiscent of George OiXVcW. 
Some of the book reads like the more 
political pages of Homage to Catalonia. 

As the title of the book is, after 
all, Obsolete Communism F have de¬ 
liberately concentrated m this review 
more on Cohn-Bcrrdit's criticism of the 
Communist position and less on the 
account of the ‘May Days' episode. 
The book docs not contain anything 
new in the way of anarchrsi theory but 
it is a major statement of our philo¬ 
sophy in clear, distinct language and is 
welcome as such. Pat Marren, 
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LONDON i-tDKRATlQN OF AN.ARC'HISTS, 
Sunday cveriiiij^ iiicctjnifs at the ‘Metropolitan'^ 
(comer of Ocrkenwell Road and Farringdon 
Road), 7.JO p,m. Sunday, November 24, Ken 
Weller on the ‘Motor Industry*. Sunday, Decem¬ 
ber i, Ron BaiJey on ‘The of an Anarchist 

Movement'- 

LEWISHAM, Contact Mike MaJet, 61B Gran¬ 
ville Fark, Ijowijiham, London, S.E.tJ. Phone: 
0MtS2 8879. 

S.W. LONDON LIBERTARIANS, Contact: 14 
OapharTi Court, King's Avenue (Acre Lane end), 
S.W.4. 

WEST HAM ANARCHISTS. Comact Stephen 
Higgs, 8 Wcslbury Road, Fore^ii Gale, London, 
E.7, GRA 9S48. Regular activities. 

NORTH LONDON ANARCHISTS, Contact Cindy 
Scotl. S4a Mounlficld Road. Finchley, N.3. 
EALING anarchist GROUP. Contact: Lind- 
KEiV Witlier, 19 Aylmer Road, Shepherds Bush, 

OFF-CENTRE LONDON 


DISCUSSION MEETINGS 

Every Wednesday at Jack Robinson's and Mary 
Canipa^s. 2f Rumbotd Road. S.W,6 (ofl King's 
Koadl. 8 pm. 

3rd Friday of each month al Donald and Irene 
Ro^um'a at 13 ,Savcrrmke Road, N-W.J. a< 8 p.m. 


Cemetery Road, Ipt.^.vjeh. Sudoljt. 

KILBURN, LONDO^^ Contact Andrew Dcwai, 
16 Kilburn Houve / Malvern Place. A*»ruJon, 
N.W.6, Meeting h p,vn. every Tuesday 
LEICESTER FlOlTCT, Peace f Libertarian 

action and debate. I'very Wednesday at 8 p.m. 
at I The Cre^cenl, King Street. Leicester. 
NORTH SOME^I t ANARCHIST CROUP, 
Contact Roy Emer)- ^ Abbey Street. Bath, or 
Geoffrey Barfoot, 71 St. ^omas Street, Weill. 
NOTTING hill. Meetings at John BennetFs. 
Flat 4, 88 Oarendon Road, W.lt. Every Monday 
evening, 8 pm. 

ORRINCTON ANABCmST GROUP. Knockholt, 
Nr Sevenoaks, Kent F^'cry six weeks at Orcen^ 
ways, KnockhoU. Pl>f]ne: Knockholt 2316 Brian 
and Maureen fticbgf^^Knn 

REDDITCH anarchists AND LIBER^ 
TARTANS, Contact: Dave Lloyd, 37 Feckenham 
Road, Headless Crofcv Redditch. Worcs. 

SELBV ANARCiSsr GROUP. Contact D. 
Mackay, Residential Site, Drax Power Slation, 
Drax, Selby, 

TAUNTON IJBER1.4RIAN5, Jill and John 
Driver, 59 Bcadon Taunton. Somerscl. 


Groupfi and individuals invited to associate; cfo 
Eddie Poole, 5 Tilsbury, Findcn Road, White- 
bank, Brighton. 

BRIGHTON Si HOVE ANARCHIST GROUP, 
Contact Nick Heath, Flat 3, 26 Clifton Road, 
Brighton, BN I 3HN. Regular fortnightly meetings. 
Contact .Secretary. 

SUSSEX UNIVERSITY ANARCHIST GROUP 
(sec details under Student Grouns) 

WELSH 


SCOTTISH 


ANARCHIST FEDERATION 


ANARCHIST FEDERATION 


CARDIFE ANARCHIST GROUP. All corre*- 
pondeuce to;—Pete Raymond, 18 Marion Street, 
Splott, Cardiff, 

SWANSEA ANARCHIST GROUP. Contact 
Ian Bone. 3 liay View Crescent, Brynmill, Swan¬ 
sea. Weekly meetings, * Freedom' sales and action 
proiects. 

LLANELLI: Contact Dai Walker, 6 Llwuynnendy 
Road, Llanelli* Carm. Tel: Llanelli 2548. 


EAST LONDON 


LIBERTARIAN FEDERATION 


REGIONAL FEDERATIONS 
AND GROUPS 

BEXI.EY ANAHfHI.ST MOVEMENT. Clo Jolin 


ESSEX & EAST HERTS 
FEDERATION, 

1 hrec-nionlbJy meetmgs. Groups and individual 
invited to associate^c/o Peter Newell (see N.E. 


Uorinct, 4tJ Lullingstonc CretcenL St. Paul’s Cray, 
Kent. Meetings every Friday* 8 p.m.* Lord Bexicy* 
Bcxlvyheath Broadway 

BEXLEY PEACE ACTION CROUP. Enquiries 
to 150 KvdBt Drive, Dei^jeyhcath, Kent. 
BIRMINGHAM I.1BERTAKIAN AND ANAR¬ 
CHIST GROUP. Contact Geoff and Caroline 
Charlton at Flat One* 69 Sandon Road, Edgboi- 
ton* Birniinghatjt 17. fEntrance side of house.) 
Regular discusiijons being held on luesdays* 7.30 
(j.m., Crown, Corporation Street (upper room). 
HOI.TON, Get in touch with John Hayes* 51 
Rydal Road. Bolton. 

BOURNEMOUTH AREA. Local anarchhts can 
be contacted through Nigef ftoJl, Uowniore, 
Harvey Road, Cajiford, Wimbornc. Dorset. fWim- 
borne 2991.) , 

CORNWALI. ANARCHISTS. Cojitacl Artliirr 
Jacobs. 76 Haj«t Hill. St AtiMcll Discussion 
meetings on the second Fridiw of cuclt month 
at Bri»n and Ho/el McGee *$. 42 Peudarvc-'J Si reel. 
Beacon, Cutiiborne. 7.30 p.ni. Visiting cornradea 
very welcome 

CROYDON LIBERTARIANS. Meetings every 
2nd Friday of each month. Laurens and C^Na 
Otter. 35 Naial Road. Thornton Healh (LIV 
7546). 

BDGWARE PEACE ACITON GROUP, Contact: 
Melvyn Eatrin. 84 Edgwarebury Lane. Edgwarc, 
Middx ^ 

HERTS. Contact Val and John Fuimcll, 10 Fry 


Essex Croup). 

Group Addre^^ses:— 

BASILDON. M. Poke!I, 7 Lin&croft, Basildon, 
Essex. ^ ^ , 

inSIlOPS STORTPORP. Vic Mount, Eastvlcw , 
Castlu Street, ihshopal^ftortfuriJK Herts. 
niEI.MSFORD, tM6 ) Fva Archer, Mill House, 
Purleiulii, Chcl msfordl Hvsca . 

EPPING. John Butrick. 14 Centre Avenue, 
Fpping, Essex 

HARLOW, Ian Dallas* IB Brookline Field. 
llarJnw and Annette Gunning. 37 Longbanki* 
Harlow. , 

LOUCIITON. Groui Students Union, 

Loughton College of [l uriher Education, Borders 
l ane. I.uuginrm, nsj^ex , 

NORTH EAST ESSEX. Peter Newell, 91 Brook 
Road, TolksUunt Kr^jglits. Tipirec, B.'isex. KegiHar 
meeiirigfi. 


Support warned for numerous activities in area. 
Secretary: Anthony Matthews, 35 Mayvilte Road, 
London, E, 11. Meetings fortnightly on Sundays 
at Ron Bailey's, 12S HainauU Road. E.ll (LEY 
8059). Ten minutes from Ley tons tone Under¬ 
ground, 

LEYTONSTONE GROUP. Gel in touch with 
Anthony Matthews or Ron Bailey (address as 
abova). 

STEPNEY. Trevor Jackales* 10 St. Vincent de 
Paul House, Dempsey Strecl, Clichy Estate, E.L 
NEWTIAAI. F. Rowe, JOO Henderson Road, H.7 
It.FOR IT Del Leverlon, 12 Hamilton Avenue. 
Ilford. 

DAGI'INIIAM. Alan Elliot* 9S Hatfield Road. 
Dagenham. 

WOODFORD. Douglas Hawkes, 123 Hermon 
Hill, F IR. 

I.IMEIIOUSE. M. So I of, 202 Fiasl Ferry Road. 
E.14 


Secretary. Dave Coull. 

ABERDEEN ANARCHIST GROUP. Bob Comrifi. 
2fUL HT^rdgate or iari Mitchell. 5 Sinclair Road. 
GLASGOW ANARCHIST CROUP, Robert Lynn, 
12 Ross Street, S.B. or Joe Embleton* 26 Kirk¬ 
land Road. N.W. 

EDINBURGH. Tony Hughes, Top Flat. 40 Angle 
Park Terrace* Edinburgh It. 

HAMILTON AND DISTRICT ANARCHI.ST 
GROUP* Robert Linton* 7a Station Road, Ne^v 
Stevenston, Motherwell. 

FIFE. Bob and Una TumbuJl. 39 Stratheden 
Park, Stratheden Hfiapiial* By Cupar. 
PERTHSHIRE CENTRAL SCOTLAND. Iain 
MacDonald, Craigreach* Bridge of Gout, near (?) 
Rannoch Station, Perthshire. 

MONTROSE. Dave Coull, 3 Eskview Terrace, 
Ferry den. 

NORTHERN IRELAND 

BELFA.ST anarchist croup* Contact Robert 
Dunwoody, 10 Newry Street. Belfast, BT6 9BN. 
Meetings every Saturday, 2 p^m.* 44a Upper 
Arthur Street (cop ftixir). ‘Fre^om* folcs. 


LIBERTARIAN TEACHERS* 


ASSOCIATION 


Meciings—discussions—activities. Contact Peter 
Ford, 36 Devonshire Road, Mill Hill. London* 
N.W.7. 


ABROAD 


STUDENT GROUPS 


NORTH-WEST FEDERATION 

ANAurm-ir I'KOPAGANtlA 


CAMBRIDGE UNIVEBSITV ANARCHIST 

GROUP. Contael Matthew KoberLvon, Trinity 
College, or John Fullerton, Jesus College. 
SUSSEX UNIVERSITY ANARCIf 1ST CROUP. 
Contact Franciis Jarman, Red Brick Lodge, 49 
Upjrcr Rock Gardens, Brighton. Meetings every 
second Thursday jointly with Biighhm Group: 
bookstall every Monday outside J C.H,, I2'2.30 




T IVERPOOL - „ 

GROUP AND -HIIVV' MOVKMKNT Gerry 

flrec, 16 Faulkner ;^uarc. Liverpool, 8, Meetings 
weekly. 'Freedom' Pier Head. Saturdays, 

Sundays* Fvenintpi. _ 

MANCHESTER ANArCIH^ 
lary: Sue Warnnek* ^'ipaland Street, rallownelu, 
Manchester, M ' .*^^. *!► 

Every Saturday; and DA seiltng 

outstde Central Librarv 2.30-4.10 p.m 
Pi- 1 . 1 .. ... Cofilacl Secretary tor 


Regular weekly nieeUnp. 
venue. 

MERSEYSIDE ANARCiHii^S. Meetings eyci^ 
Tue.^day at ft p.m. at MR High Park Street, 
pool 8. Contact:, Chri^ Kneath- Ba^icmcnl, 


YORK UNIVERSITY. ContOLt Nigel Wilson, 
Derwent College* University of York. Heslrngion* 
Vork , ^ 

EAST ANGLIA UNIVERSITY, Cont^t Dave 
Lomax. L.A-S. U. U F A , Norwich. NOR 
I.IIIERTARIAN STUDENTS FEDERATION* 
Contact address; Ketth Nathan. 138 Pennymead* 

1 !iV*E RPO OI. UN IV ERS JIV A IN A RC lUST 
CROUP* Contact us tit the book-slall m the blu- 
dents Union Foyer every Friday luncmmie. 
OXFORD ANARCHIST CROUP- Contact Francis 
Ca Kline, Pembroke College, or Sieve ^atts, 
Trinilv College. 

SHEFFIELD UNIVERSm'. Contacl Rohm 

T nil --t <l>„ ' t tninn 


AUSTRALIA, Federation of Australian Anar¬ 
chist;^. P.O. Box A 389, Sydney South. Pufelk 
meeimgs every Sunday in the Domain, 2 p.ia 
and Mondays, 72 Oxford Street* Piddingioo, 
Svdncy. R p.ro 

USA, Jame^ W. Cain, secretary, the Anarchist 
Committee of Coircipondencc, 323 Fourth Street. 
Qoquet, Minnesota 55720, USA. 

DANISH ANARCHIST FEIDERATION. Gotber^ 
gadc, 27. Viborg, Denmark. 

VANCOUVER* B.C*, CANADA. Anyone intcrea 
ted in forming anarebLst and/or direct actioi: 
peace group contact Derek A. James, c/o 24-160 
Fast 20lh* N. Vancouver, B.C,, Canada. Tcl : 
9S5 7509 or 987 2693. 

USA* VERMONT, New Hampshire Anarchist 
Group. Discussion meetings. Actions. Contact 
Ed. Stnius.s. RFD 2, Woodstock, Vermont 0S09J, 
USA. 

SWEDEN, Stockholm Anarchist Fed era U on 
Comact Nadir, Box 19104. Stockholm 19* Sweden 
SWEDEN: Lfbcrtad. Allmana Viigen 6. Oothen- 
burg V. 

TORONTO libertarian - ANARCHIST 
CROirp. 217 Toryork Drive, Weston, Ontario, 
Qinads. Weekly meetingii. Read the ‘Libcf' 


tarianV. 

PROPOSED GROUPS 


I.AJVCASTER & MOREC.A.MBE. Contact Les 
Smith, 192 Huston Road. Morccamhe. I nncs 
KINGSTON, WIMBLEDON, MERTON, New 
Malden, and Surrey. New group torniing Please 
contact K- W. Hennctt, 63 Hook Ri’md, Epsom, 
Surrey, or G, Wright, 47 College Koad. L^piona, 
Surrey ^ , 

PRESTON. Contact 1 B. Cowbnrn, NO W'a:Jtnj, 










LETTERS 


FRAME-UP FAILS 

Pear Siri, 

1 thtuiglit that aiv tbc subject uf lawyers 
and their piactices now topical, tbai 
my icccm trial would be of some micre«L 
1 appeared before fudge cn^ristmas 
Humphries on llmniday. October 31, in 
No. 4 Court, West Court, Old Bailey. 1 
had been accused of oUenciis aiising out 
of demonstration in solidarity with 
French workers and students which took 
place on Sunday, May 2(>. (.Sec 'Defend 
Tom Hillicrr—F reedom, June 29.) 

The charges on the indtctmcnl were: 
IncitemcnE to riot: Using threatening 
words; Assaulting a police tiETlcer and 
Inciting others to assault a police olTiccr. 

1 had appeared on several tjccasions al 
Marlborough Street Magistrates* Court 
prior to being committed for trial Tlve 
IhsI time 1 appeared a: Marlborough 
Street 1 had a staiemeni read out by my 
Counsel. Miss Nina Stanger. U read; 'ht 
my constdered opinion these charges 
agasnsL me are the result of a political 
decision by the Authorities, they arc 
based on fabricated and distorted evi¬ 
dence, the purpose being to stifle radical 
forms of protest and demonstration ' 

The forces ranged against me were 
Eormidablc, The police witnesses included 
Supt. Garrett, Supt. Donnelly, Del. Chief 
lospci^tor Jones (Special Branch), Det. 
Sergeant Adams (Special Branch), Det, 
Constable Pinner (Special Branch), and 
other lesser lights. The ProseciUEon 
Counsel, Mr. Dennison, was also no 
■push-over' 

After Friday's hearing (November 1) 
when five police officers had given 
their evidence, 1 was summoned to a 
hasty txmfcrcnce with my Defence 
Counsel and Solicitor. 1: was pointed out 
to me that the police had a powerful 
case and that their evidence was over¬ 
whelming. In short, both my Defending 
Counsel, Mr. Troop, and my Solicitor, 
were ready to surrender and 1 of couree 
would be the lacrifkc. 

I was advised in a cloying hushed tone 
that if 1 agreed to plead guilty I WT^uld 
go out of court on Monday (Nov. 4) a 
free man (no doubt wdlh a sujspended 
sentence and a fine but nevertheless free’). 
The Judge. I was told a lenient man 
and a Buddhist. 1 said that if it were 
true that he was lenient 1 had nothing to 
fear if found gniUy—as to the rdev^nce 
of hiR religioufi beliefs 1 hadn't been 
charged with murder and in any case 
c:a.pittLl punishment tiad been abolished. 

So tl went on. Mr. Troop enquired as 
to t:he ages of my three children, ob¬ 
viously tryung to induce me to agree to 
the deal. The conversation was nauseat¬ 
ing. I had declined the deal but bo sure 
were my defence team that J would sur¬ 
render by Monday that they even dis¬ 
cussed putting off my defence witnesses! 

1 d Iscussed the d cal with my wi fe 
Mary. Without hesitating she said. 'You 
oouldn*! do that—you want to fight it— 
go ahead, we know what happened to 
Terry Chandler.’ Considering the re- 
8pon.sibility she would have in the event 
of my' being imprisoned, this took 
courage, f felt twice as strong and even 
more determined to do battle. 

The trial lasted from October 31 to 
November 6 and after all the evidence 
was heard and an ITN TV newsreeThad 
been shown, the two Counsels made their 
final speeches. It was pointed out by the 
Trosecutinn Counsel. Mr. Dennison, (hat 
the accused had claimed under cross 
examination ‘that either the police wit¬ 
nesses were all gravely mistaken or were 
deliberately lying" Tbe Judge, during a 
vicious one-sided summing up, also 
touched on what he called 'the sinister 
implicatton*. He reminded the Jury of 
my pf)lrtical statement which he read 
out again. 


However the jury cither believed that 
the police were mistaken or indeed lying. 



for they unanimously acquitted me of 
meitement to riot, assaulting & police 
officer and Lncitcmeni to assault. 

1 was found gtiHty (by ll-l) on the 
charge of threatening behaviour and us¬ 
ing words likely to kad to a breach of 
the peace, f received a 9 months' sus¬ 
pended sentence (over three years!). So 
despite the Imc-up of Judge. Folicc and 
spineless defence—1, with the witneiiscs. 
won the ense, I look upon the concliision 
of this trial as firstly a \nctoiy' for the 
Left. 

Among my witnesses were members of 
various Libertarian Group®—SWF, Inter¬ 
national Socialism. Anarchist and Soli' 
darity—people from these tendencies 
turned up to support me and made a real 
contribution to my morale. 

Without this support, my will and 
determination to fight the case would 
have been affected Tm sure. The convic¬ 
tion of my innocence and the knowledge 
that T had the support of my family and 
the movement stifTened my resolve. 

This trial showed that difTerent ten¬ 
dencies can walk together on specific 
issues. Only distorted burcaucrnticaily- 
run organisations like the Hcalyite SLL 
(dcacribcd by the police witnesses and 
Judge Humphries as 'peaceful well- 
orfianised people! would stoop to de¬ 
scribe this kind of comradeship and soli¬ 
darity as 'unprincipled'. They have their 
principles, we have ours. The approval 
of the Capita list Authorities is something 
we don't aspire to, 

Tom & Marv Hillier. 

Surrealist 
Factory Life 

Dear Editors, 

Your reviewer of Peter C. Brown's 
book Smaltcrtep's Day Is right to be 
so enthusiastic. It is one of the very 
few books which describe factory life 
from a suirealist but pCTfeclly accurate 
look at many absolutely insane routines. 
It also describes the triviality and ac¬ 
ceptance that most men put up with 
in order to take home their weekly w'age 
packet But it should not only be 
read by factory workers, li is a hook 
to he on every' school teachers list: 
evcD' student of sociology; eveiy edu¬ 
cator. 

Few people can look at their own 
work objectively Peter Brown only 
wrote this after leaving the .shop-floor; 
becoming a carpenter and scnlptor; 
writer and potter. 

I met him in i960, walking to Holy 
Loch—’the home of the Polaris Sub- 
mart fie Dcr^t ship—with two canoes 
he had buiU for the job of saJling 
into the loch and symbolically ohstruc- 
ing free passage of such killcrships. 
Since then, in the manner of Stimcr, he 
ha.s gone hts own way. Carved incredible 
loicm poles—one of which directs you 
to his cottage home and poiter>=— 
worked at Slimbridge Wildfowl Trust 
and gradually developed h\s very bcau- 
tifuL functional and individual pots 
(mugs—dishes—fugs). Helped through¬ 
out by his wife Mary and their four 
naxen-haired children. 

If you get down near Gloucester 
or Bristol his pottery is between the 
two cities off the A3S near Dursley 
(not far from Stroud if you come over 
the Cotswolds), HLs poitery and cottage, 
one and the same, arc at: Greenstreet 
Cottage, Grecnstrcct, Little Cam, near 
Dursley, Glos. 

Sincerely, 

DENNts Gould. 

?.S,—Sm£ilhFeep's Day, originally pub¬ 
lished by GoIJanc 2 t, is now a Panther 
paperback, 5s. I checked with Panther 
who say ifs still in print—though f 
haven't seen it on bookstalls recently. 
Well worth asking for. 
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RONftN POINT 

Continued from page 2 
greatly increased risk of fire if not of 
more explosions.) 

Happily, the tenants found that they 
had Che strength when freely organised 
together to force the authorities to find 
allcmalivc permanent accommtidtttion for 
them, evacuate fhe buildingiii and do the 
next best thing to pulling the wretdied 
blocks down, strenglhcn I he joints. 

This is an impurtani step towards the 
time wltcn housing will be designed by 
identifiable human beings, using their 
full professional competence m the ser¬ 
vice of voluntary associations of cti- 
operative home ownei:®, with whonr they 
will be in direct contact, and whose 
critical appraisal of the designs will he 
informed by the knowledge that their 
own decision.^ arc crucial to the way they 
and their children will be able to live 
tbdr lives- 

We should no longer allow polil ician.f 
responsive to high finance imerests to 
impose thdr will on emasculated archi¬ 
tects and the public be invited tn like it 
or lump the soul-destroying consequence^, 
fl,J.R. 


Devil Looks After His Own 


OW' IRONIC that ft! I he week when 
Barbara Castle ^ trying to force 
building employers ihc unions to 
reduce a wage agr^meflt already reached 
by joint negotiation, Jhc Home Oflicc 
should annoimce a st#>st.inttal increase 
for policemen, coupled With a reduction 
in the working week. 

What a typicaJ exarTple of the State 
looking after its own Productive par^- 
Bitcs, while the workei^JiVlio pruducc one 
of the basic needs o| the* community 
should be held down 

What a typical example of ^ so-called 
socialist Jn power imp^'smg a govera- 
mcntal decision against the interests of 
the workers—when the jt'Xistmg negotiat¬ 
ing machinery of which the labour move¬ 
ment is supposed to he so proud has 
already worked to tbf ^arisfaetton of 
employers and unions, _ 

Barbara Castle is Miflntcr of Employ¬ 
ment and Productivity.^nd as such her 
job is to try to enforce the Government's 
Incomes Policy, m the j interests of pro¬ 
ductivity* and all wage increases have to 
be in some way tied up With productivity 
agreements. 

May we ask the Miniver what this 
means in respect of lhe]fui 2 ;? Are we to 
get more arrests for our money? Arc we 
to have greater coolneS!^ at demonstra¬ 
tions—or more bcating-up in the back 
streets? Will they help more old ladies 
across rt>ads or will they idl more lies 
in court? 

Wiatevcr it is, they wiiJ be handsomely 
paid for It. No other unskilled worker 
gets better starting pay than your actnal 

Yorkshire Anarchist 
Federation 

T^HE PROPOSAL fqr a Yorkshire 
^ Anarchist Federafiori has received 
support from groups/individuals in York, 
Sheffield. Hull, Pontefract and Sclhy! 

Lctterti. explaining the proposaK have 
been sent to ixnnradeifgroups through¬ 
out Yorkshire. However if you haven’t 
received one plcaisc the address 

below. 

Proposals made already include: I. That 
a Yorkshire Anarchist newspaper be 
founded: Z That (he proposed Federa¬ 
tion have a secretary, on in.stant recall, 
etc., 3, Thai the FwJemlon work with 
like-minded organ isatufis in Yorkshire. 

A founding canfereifc. will be held in 
the near future to dtscuss methods of 
organisation, tactics and the proiposed 
paper, etc. 

Will any Yorkshire oomrades interested 
in the proposed Federation please write 
C, Beadle, c/o OakWiMnJ Farm. Lund, 
Selby, Yi^rks. 


copper, for vvhom. at (he age of 19. pay 
now Stands at £765 pa. The increase 
(which is retrospective, back to Septem¬ 
ber 1) will bring that up to £S05 and, in 
September, 1969 up to £S30. The maxi¬ 
mum for a constable is now £IJ35, will 
gis up to £J,I95, and next year to £1.230, 
These are ha,iic wages for a 40-hour 
week. The standard week is likely to be 
around 46 hours, so earnings wilt be £2 
to £3 above basic. Reduction in hours ja 
calculated as being worth a further 4 per 
cent. 

This pay increase follows a 9 per ccni, 
increase in 1967! 

No wonder Mrs, Caslle was said to be 
angry at the Home Office for announcing 
this police rise on the very day she was 
browbeating the building industry to cut 
its increase to a measly 21d, an hour for 
skilled meni 

And why was she angD'7 Was it be¬ 
cause as a so-called socialist sbe thinks 
housing is important and building wor¬ 
kers should get a reasonable living basic 
wage? Not on your nelly] Barbara 
Castle is the State, and as such must 
support the insirumcnis of the State be¬ 
fore useful workers, This hypocritical 
bitch wa.s annoyed because, as the 
Guardian told us, she and her colleagues: 
*arc coiulriccil iliai, lind (lie oiinuuiicG- 
Jiieut hoen delayerl for 24 hours, the 
fill riding workers iviuild hn%e accept cd 
Mrs, Caslie's orifiifint coiiipronusc offer 
earlier ihlx week.’ 

P.,S. 


Second Front 

T he American Deserters Committee 
ha.5 pfiiduccd an interesting series of 
artidi^ in their fourth bullciirc There 
are now a JOff deserters in Sweden ami a 
large group in France, 'Fbc assistance 
given by the SDS in Germany and 
Beheinen in Japan seems to have en¬ 
couraged many more to desert lately. In 
France, the March 22 Group at Nantcrre 
have displayed thdr usual practical flair 
by helping the Deserters Committee in 
Paris. At the end there is the heartening 
news that over 60of deserters become 
active militants and seven were arrested 
at an American Embassy demonstrarion 
on July 7. 

Two thousand Swedes later on the 
same evening demonj^tmted against tb«jir 
arrest. They are out on bail now and 
come up for trial later this year. Con¬ 
gratulations lo them for the job they are 
doing. Comrades who want to distribute 
their material here are advised to get in 
touch with American Deserters Com¬ 
mittee, e/o Vcfdand 1, Gotgaten 73. 
Stockholm So, Sweden. 

Dic^jrR. 



KING BILLY RIDES AGAIN 


rpHT SCOTTISH NAI JONAL PARTY 
^ dues not a V D j d' foreign affairs 
Spokesmen Eire quite happy to comment 
on events in distant ku^s like Czecho¬ 
slovakia or Vietnam. Northern ire land 
is much nearer homi Ht can be seen 
from Scottish soil, h is very like Scot¬ 
land. The Tory Party called 'Unionist', 
and the Opposition 'Nationalist'. Ulster¬ 
men come to Scotland/ for rhe Orange 
Walk, and Scottish pipe bands play in 
Belfast on the Twelfth. So when the 
Trisb question’ was dramatically re¬ 
opened. an outside observer mtghl expect 
the SNP to expreis si'me opinion. After 
all, the 'Orange Free State’ is important 
to many Scots. Thousands have marched 
in Edinburgh and (ilasgow, demanding 
"Hands off Ulster’, Yet from the Scot 
silence. 

The Scots Ifidepcttilcm of November 9 
states, with obvknis ippiovaff 'Northern 
Ireland has shown it wants no interference 
from Westminster', But that is just 
exactly what some people in Nl do want. 
Irish nationalists, stnnfely enough, have 
been particularly loud Tn demanding that 
Ulster be regarded as an Integral part of 


Posters d Leafiets 

lliitdiiig hack lire Rfinl Rise? 

I'lCIIT f)N! 

Ileiueinlrerl 
116 (H,C (iiitiicilh^Ni 
Cuiiiiril lieal 
hiilf a inillUiii 
uniled Teiiiuilx 
issued Ijyi 

Luridiiii FiNleriiffon nf .\iiuriiiist.s 
84b niiilecliupd High .Street. 
l.niidriiU ET- 

Hte above text i" printed as a poster 
(15'" X 2tr) availabl'^ .NOW. 6tl each or 
4d. ctich on dozen minimum. Postage 
extra. 

'Who the hcl! do, you ihhik you arc' 
Schouh leafleL £1 ^ LOfKfi 2/'6d. a lf)ll 
Postage extra. 


the United Kingdom, The Itidepciidetu 
I official organ of the SNP) has, In fact, 
sided with a Unionist Government. There 
can he only one explanation for this— 
sheer opportunism. Scotland is mostly a 
Protestant county' Many Protestants 
will not vote for a Catholic, nor for any 
party suspected of being ^soft on Ehipery'. 
It's as simple as that. Dave Coull. 


REAL miGHATlOH 

Continuetl from puge I 
shoit of li social revolution can solve the 
housing problem, since it demands a tak¬ 
ing over of the whole building inditstry 
lo serve the interests of the community 
instead of the capitalist or power in¬ 
terests it serves now. Nothing Jess than 
a re-assessmem of social priorities on 
Ihe basis of need can switch building 
from offices, roads, factories, prisons (oh 
yes—the State has a fine five-year pro¬ 
gramme for building grand new top- 
security prisons!) to providing w^hat 
every primitive society can provide for 
its people -shctler. And nothing less 
(him a social revolution can organise pro- 
duclion on the basis of need rather than 
pmfit. JusTtN, 

FOOTNOTE TO IHE ABOVEs 
WHAT DID ‘CATHY' DO? 

Cathy has been credited not only with 
changing (he climate of opinion' but 
adually bringing to an end the inhuman 
.sci^iration of wives and husbands in 
lujstcls, Thi.s h in fact not entirely true 
—it was also Ihe work of direct aciionbts 
like our awn comrades and ihc Solidarity 
Group ill putting up lire fight at Kinghill 
Hostel and sitting down ontside the com- 
Foriablc private house of Kenneth Robin- 
.son—then Minister of Housing—that had 
I his eflccl. This direct action campaign 
preceded the showing of Caihy. (hough 
not ils making, since the BBC turned it 
down for 2 ycsii'S, until the campaign first 
brought the issues tn public attention, 


FIFTH COLUMN 


Laurens on Harold 

trow MUCH HOLIER than (Ire fr>t 
of U5 IS Uiurcns Oner who vicrnly 
declarer Uhis page two weeks that 
the 'pragmatisnC of the Internal ional 
Sticialisni group is ‘not one whit less 
obnoxiou-s than the pragma (ism of Harold 
Wilson', 

The offence of tite (proup is thai having 
onix: supported the Labour Fariy they 
no longer do so. Iliis is a cun on* charge: 
perhaps Laurc!n,s w'ould prefer thai they 
continue to support it 

He also accuses the group of not 
having publicly confessed their ongmat 
Sin of suppiurting Lhc L.abour Party. T 
alito have an origitral sin to confess: 1 
was bom a Uouservative, I was then ii 
Liberal for a time and joined the Labour 
Party before becoming an anarchist 1 
suspect that a high propt»riton of pRii:- 
rx>M s present readers have a sirmlariy 
‘pragmatic’ background. Arc wc as ob¬ 
noxious to Laurens ax Harold Wilson? 
If not, why nci<? 

Perhaps we sliotilil all distinguhh he¬ 
ns cen the polificnl uppurrunixi wh<tvo 
changes of tmlicy are luollvntcd by 
uiiibliiufi« vHio adapts or iiliLiiiilunx hk 
priikcffileA in order in gain or ruaintaiii 
poptilariiy nnd power, anil the man who 
quite simply changes his mind. 

Most people change their minds partly 
in response to changes on tekic I hem, I 
joined the l.abour l^atly when it seemed 
pn^ssiblc ihtil iinilafcml nuclear disarma¬ 
ment might be adopted as the psrtty’s 
policy. I left tt when this hope evapor¬ 
ated. My deci.stons wer^ noi based 
entirely on the Labour Party's nitiiude to 
the bi>mb, but this was possibly the most 
influential factor. 

The argimrenl pul forward by (he 
IntematiiMial Sodftlism group for remain¬ 
ing inside the l abour Flirty was ba>ed 
on the assertion that i( wa^i a working- 
class party with certain xodiiEist iradi- 
tions. It WHS passively Mipportcd by 
nearly all non-commimisl The 

Labour Parry in general -and the Young 
S^JcEulist organisation in particular—were 
seen a.s rceruiting gcodnds for rcvoUi- 
tianary socialism. 

Of course Ibis argument involved the 
International Scicittlilts in all sorts of 
contradictions—adch aji co-opera 1 km with 
anarchists who were kib]cctivcly indus¬ 
trial blacklegs’ and a line of propaganda 
which can be roughly summarised as 
'Vote fi>r George Brown until we shoot 
him'. 

Laurtns complains righteously; '(hey 
have never pubiLshctl the reason for Ihcir 
sudden voite face this year which brought 
them hurrifitlly mu of the Labour Party'. 
But surdy they don't need to: the reason 
is obvious. The Labour Party ha^ ceased 
lo be their recruiting ground: it no 
longer holds the passive allegiance nf the 
majority of the working da.ss; it no 
longer ailracls vocialists to iis ranks. 

If lit>ei'iiiriiirt tdeax are lo eominue lo 
spread (he new annrclitsU will crime 
piirtly from (he existing sneialisi groups. 
SonrettDiiiMv an entire gmup will move in 
our dtreciiurt. We have got to lose llie 
habit of suyiiig: miyoite who stayed in llic 
Lab vur/rominunlxt/ Independent Labour 
Party after 1962/1956,1940 Js a fasclM/ 
quthorli u r lan /p ragnia I isL 

I have not ycc men l ioned t he first 
point in Laurens Otter's letter: that Paul 
Fool's book on Wilson was dishonest 
because it did not include an account of 
the author's own political deveTopment 
and that of the International Socialism 
group. 

But in an aocounf of his own views 
where should Paul Foot have begun? 
With his membership of the Liberal 
Party? Or his dccisioB to join the Labour 
Party? Or his entry Into the Inter¬ 
national Socialism gnoup? Similarly with 
the group itself: should an account have 
taken as its starting point the walkout 
from the Communisl Party in 1956? Or 
the collapse of the New Left? Or the 
election of the l%4 I.abour government? 

I suspect that if The Politics of 
Harold Wilson had included long pas¬ 
sages on the author's past views and 
the origins and policies of the group to 
which he now belongs many readers 
would have been bored: the book's im¬ 
pact would have been considerably 
weakened. The premise of the book after 
all is that people are more interested in 
the politics of Harold Wilson than in 
the personalities and sects of the far Left, 

In his final chapter, ‘ihe futility of 
pragmatism'. Paul Foot does give a brief 
accoum of his present views. He does 
not lell us what he thought in 1956. i960 
or 1964—or mention that his grandfather 
knew Lloyd George. I do not find this 
dishonest. 1 am more interested in the 
extent to which 1 agree with what he 
says now; 

'The urgency of creating a new. uu- 
sctifimefua!. tibertarian socialism oat of 
the ashes of Harold Wilson's pragmatism 
cannot he overstated.' 

W’i'NrotiD Kk:k.s. 



















CONSTRUCTION WORKERS’ 

Full Claim 
Must be Won 


BARBARA CASTLE has just 
about managed to extricate her¬ 
self and the Governnienl from the 
political blunder of threatening to 
refer the constiuction workers’ 
agreed interim iacrease of 3|d. an 
hour for craftsaien and 3d. for 
labourers. She has agreed, after 
consulting Roy Jenkins, the Chan¬ 
cellor of the Exdiequer. that con¬ 
struction workers can have their 
increase, but that the Prices and 
Incomes Board will decide whether 
the full amount will be paid after 
their report at the end of the month. 
If they decide against it, workers 
will lose a Id. |>cr hour and they 
will be back to the original offer 



Contact Column 

This eolumn eiists for mutual aid. 
Danatious towards cost of typesetting 
will b« welcome 


North l^ndon AaArciliists! ‘Freedom’ and 
‘Anarchy’ on mJc at new bookshop 
Tlae Compendium, 240 Camden High 
Street, N.W.l. 

Home Wanted. Desperate young couple 
seek London apocommodation where 
they can have cliild. now elsewhere, 
to stay. 24, 

Can anyone Landauer's ‘The 

Revolution' frem Yiddish into Eng¬ 
lish for Freedewft Press? 

Scripts wanted for autonomous theatre 
company in Leads. Anyone iniereatcd 
write to M. Watkins, 6 Ebberston 
Terrace, Leeds, 6. 

Preston Anarchist Group (newly estab¬ 
lished) would like to hear from other 
groups both at home and abroad. 
Require badger (?) and literature. 
Contact: Ian Oawbum, 140 Watling 
Street Road, Fulwood, Preston, 
Lancs. 

Red Paper. No, 2 now out l/6d, plus 6d. 
post from: Anthony Reeder, 44 
Upper Orwell Street, Ipswich, Suf¬ 
folk. 

Job Wanted by young anarchist, ex- 
university student. Colin, 54 Layheld 
Road, Hendon, N.W.4. 

Isolated Public School, Want to start a 
Libertarian Socialist Schools* move¬ 
ment, Con tael Tim Cousins, Peele B, 
Christ's Hospital, Horsham, Sussex. 
Greetings lo Swansea anarchists and 
any left in BristoL 

Time Oul, 'fhis new information maga- 
zine wishes u> print advance news 
of meetings, dcunos, etc. Time Out, 
24 St. George's Court, Gloucester 
Road, S-W.7. 

Greek Social at Tlirec Horseshoes, Heath 
Street, Hampstead, Saturday, Novem¬ 
ber 30, 730 p.m- 

Read Beaver! Oflicia! organ of the Lon¬ 
don School of Unlrammelled Desire. 
LSE, Houghton Street, W.C.2, 

Badges and Banners. Rectangular metal 
black/red badges 2/6 each post free 
or bulk rale (10 or more) I /- each— 
resell at 2/- or 2/6. Also Hags and 
banners to order, from 7/6. McGee, 
42 Pendarves Slrcet. Beacon, Cam¬ 
borne, Cornwall 

Makhno Posler. In aid of (Anarchist) 
Black Cross. Splendidly designed 
and printed. 2/6d. from Freedom 
Press, 

Aceommodalion Wauled. American girl 
—very pregnant but not pc tin dess, 
urgently requires accommodalion. 
MAI 5572. 

SchooUi Canipaigv. Posters available, 6d. 
each, 5/- pur doz. Duplicated Icanets 
1/- per 100. Postage extra. Let us 
hafe your school leaflets and posters 
in exchange. Lewisham Anarchist 
Group. 

Interested Person Wanted (Preferably 
Girl) for second-hand book-shop, 
Saturdays. Phone 527 3988. 

Birminghani Discussion IVfceljng,s. Tues¬ 
days ai 7,30 p.m. Venue usually at 
The Crown, Corporation Street. Fur¬ 
ther information from Peter Neville, 
c/o Peace Action Centre. Factory 
Road, Birmingham, 19. (S.A.E,) 


from Barbara Castle* wliich con¬ 
forms to the Governmenrs criterion 
on wages. 

By doing this, it makes the PIB 
an arbitrator on the question of the 
penny, which was a cost of living 
increase, paid for the last time in 
March under the previous wage 
agreement. But on Thursday even* 
ing, after very long talks, the union 
leaders accepted Barbara’s offer and 
agreed, wrongly, that they would 
accept the PIB’s arbitradon decision 
on the penny. Building workers 
could lose this after a month’s 
payment 

The union-employer negotiations 
started in October 1967 on a new 
pay agreement, but Government 
waited unbl May to refer it to the 
PIB, Their report was to appear 
before the old agreement expired 
at the end of October this year, but 
they got an extension to the end of 
November, The interim increase 
was a brid^ng agreement to prevent 
any industrial actian from the rank 
and file. By threatening to refer this 
increase to the PIB as well, the 
Government stirred up a hornets’ 
nest- 

EMPLOYERS’ DEMANDS 

The unions and employers were 
quietly going to make an agreement 
following the PIB report. This 
would include a number of things 
the employers are after, in return 
for a pay increase over a three-year 
period and a guaranteed 40-hour 
week. Employers want wage grad¬ 
ing, Already the wages of craftsmen 
and labourers differ by over a 
shilling an hour, but now the em¬ 
ployers want differentials for men 
performing the same skills. They 
want interchangeability, breaking 
down the traditional demarcation 
between trades, and now that \vell- 
organised sites are making good use 
of their streng±, as in the motor 
industry, they want a tightening up 
on the bonus schemes, possibly with 
restraint on the activities and elec¬ 
tion of stewards. 

The PIB is likely to go along with 
all these points, plus a few more for 
good measure, to ensure that the 
employer reaps bigger profits, with 
the worker, if he is lucky, gelling a 
small increase, but having to work 
a lot harder for it. Make no mistake 
about it, the PIB is out lo restrict 
and draw the teeth of militant union 
organisation on building sites. 71ie 
employers cannot do this on their 
own, bul the Labour Governmenrs 
PIB will try to give them every 
assistance, with the full weight of 
the Stale to back them up. 

Wbik. only a few weeks ago, the 
union's original daijn of £17 lls-.Sd, for 
craftsmen and £J5 for labourers, an in¬ 
crease of about 14%, was either not 
km?wn or forgotien by the majority of 
budding workers, thu Government's 


MARCH & LOBBY 

IpHE RESPONSE lo the March and 
^ and Lobby of Parliament by con- 
slrudion workers was disappointing 
Alihough a number of large sites slopped 
work, the majority of the workers did 
not lurn up at Speakers* Corner 

However, despite Ibis tack of support, 
our thanks should be extended lo the 
brothers of the West London branch of 
!he Amatgamatcd Union of Boil ding 
Trade Workers for organising today's 
demonstralioiT. Because of circimi- 
slances beyond their control .some of 
the thunder was stolen, probably de¬ 
liberately, when the union leaders agreed 
to go to the PIB for the arbitration of 
the penny. This left nmny building 
workers confused, ant! on some sites, 
original decisions lo come out were 
reversed. Despite this, the march was 


blunder and delay has now focused the 
attention of the ^ rank and file on the 
claim. The trad^ union leaders have a 
mandate from coiifercnces to secure this 
amount. The job, now, is to force the 
unions, employoft and Government to 
grant this increas*; without any three-year 
tie-ups and produil-ivity strings. 

Ah this week,,,until Barbara gave in, 
building workcrl kave picketed the 
Department of Eniployment and Produc¬ 
tivity. On Wednesday they picketed the 
Bonnington Hotdl where, at the expense 
of the members, the union executives met 
(they oould hav^ used one of the union 
Head Offices) to? reject Barbara Castle’s 
2id. and 2d, offer. When some of the 
pickets spoke to Harry Weaver, chief 
negotiator and General Secretary of Ihc 
National Federation of Building Trade 
Operatives, he was more concerned about 
*our Govemmer^. He did not want it 
embarrassed and one wonders whose 
interests Harry Weaver has at heart. He 
assured the pickets it was that of the 
union members,.but certainly the deal he 
has agreed to wHh Barbara, with whom 
he was all sniilfll on Thursday night, is 
the one that exj&icated the Governmeni 
from the very uncomfortable position 
they had got ilidinselves into. 

The majority of union leaders in the 
construction industry have, all along, 
accepted the incomes policies of the 
Govern mem. The few exceptions have 
done little to i^ppose it* except to put up 
their hands at the appropriate moments. 
It b ironic that these very union leaders, 
who have given] loyal support, had their 
modest agreem^t that they thought 
would be acceptable to the Govcrnmeni, 
nearly referred to the PIB, If the-Govem- 
ment treats it* friends in ibis manner, 
how will it treat jits enemies? 

SCARED STIFF UNION 
LEADERS 

Although many workers in the industry 
take home only the basic rates of £15 13s. 
for craftsmen, l^s stoppages, the Labour 
Government’s incomes policies, which 
were to help the lower paid, arc working 
to effect the opposite. While the Govern¬ 
ment tries to stop a penny, they allow 
the police an 61% increase. Ministry co¬ 
ordination and timing boobed badly here 
and Barbara was obviously annoyed, but 
as is pointed out elsewhere in the paper, 
‘the devil looks after his own*. 

The struggle facing building workers 
is a tough one, but il is important that a 
package deal, mcorporating the recom¬ 
mendations of tbL PIB, is rejected by the 
rank and file. It seems unlikely that the 
union leaders will put up a struggle. 
They fear indusirial action as much as 
the employers for, once it has started, 
how far will it What authority and 
conlrol will these union bureaucrats have 
over the members? The struggle has to 
go beyond pre^urising leaders to take 
action, to organising action for them¬ 
selves* In 1963, the leadership of the 
union was scared stiff at the response to 
the official strike on selected sites, for 
many selected Iheir own and came out. 

At the end of^^'ovemb€^ more will be 
at stake than l/6d. per hour, the 1963 
claim, so a far greater ctfort will be 
needed to prevent the wages and condi¬ 
tions of building workers from being 
sacriheed so that employers can 
make even bigger profits. PT. 


impressive, and although the police 
ordered the jnarelicrs to take down their 
bunners and make lb*^il' ^wri way to 
Parliamcnl when ibc mile boundary 
wax reached. Ibetijuirch continued along 
the pavement 

Workers lobbied Eheir MPs, bul there 
was also a large hall booked in the 
House where several Labour MPs sptike. 
induding E, He&cn Stan Orme and 
Norman Atkinson, 1^* 

MPs had signed a motion attacking 
the G ove rn men t in ro P refc re n ce to 

the FIB. bnl they admiliud, in 

the words of Stan Grme. lhai it was 
really the strength of ^he union orgaiii- 
salion on the sites that maiiered. You 
must ‘organise* he How right he is! 

P.T 


If you wish to male ^nlftct kf m know. 

Piiatud by HuEprw Mdilew, Lemion, R, 1. Puitiahed bj PrudBca Loudon. E.^ 
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LABOUR 

RATIONALIZATION (NEDO) 


A NATIONAL Economic Development 
Office (NEDO) survey of new pay 
procedures in the rubber industry reveals 
that most shop stewards arc reluctant to 
propose changes that improve efficiency, 
even if the changes are likely to bring 
higher wages. 

Shop stewards in about a dozen fac¬ 
tories co-operated in the inquiry and 
they represented about 15,000 workers. 
Whilst the stewards agreed that there was 
scope for increased efficiency, they 
pointed out that shortcomings in produc¬ 
tion control affected output. 

TTie significant point made was the 
fact that they thought there was little 
likelihood of any suggestions coming 
from the shop floor contributing to 
change. This means that, up to now 
anyway, workers in the rubber industry 
have not been completely taken in by 
‘increased pay through labour rationali¬ 
zation’, A pound in the pocket is not 
worth 40 men on the dole, when no one 
knows whose turn it will be next. 

Another two important factors came 
to light. One was the determination to 
resist any proposals which involve en¬ 
forced redundancy’. The other point 
which is 30 often deliberately forgotten 
in the 1968 rat race: ‘In some cases the 
work rate is fixed as a form of insurance, 
at a pace suitable for older workers*. In 
the States you are considered too old at 
thirty to work on the car assembly belts. 
What happens to workers over that age 


DON’T BE SHY! 

'T'HE Prices and Incomes Board’s in¬ 
quiry into the jobs and salaries of 
top executives has been accepted by 
the employers with marked trepidation, 
A questionnaire has been sent to more 
than a hundred leading companies In 
broad terms the 24 questions ask; What 
do your executives do for their en¬ 
hanced salaries? Did salary increases, 
if rnty, since 1965 have anything to 
do with productivity? There is also 
a thorny question on fringe benefits, 
i.c. pensions, houses, cars and school 
fees. The latter benefit is to allow the 
sons of executives to go to the right 
school—public school—enabling them to 
follow in father’s footsteps, thus per¬ 
petuating the class position of executive 
personnel 

The Confed. of British Industries and 
the Institute of Directors are co¬ 
operating with the PIB on this exercise 
(they can hardly do otherwise) but oh! 
so very gently. They express the fear 
that if information on salaries w'as to 
leak out it could prove useful to a 
rival concern looking for a sutiahlc 
applicant to fill a top post. There is 
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is their problem, one can always starve 
I suppose. 

The NEDO smv’ey arose from an 
agreement established in the rubber in¬ 
dustry that as from January this year 
weekly earnings in excess of £13 for 
men and £9 15s. for women would be 
paid only as a result of productivity bar¬ 
gains made at plant level. Weekly earn¬ 
ings already exceed these new minimum 
figures. Blimey I How docs a man keep 
a family on £13 a week? 

The NEDO report also slates that both 
unions and managements have failed to 
communicate the full implications of the 
new agreement to the workers. One 
would imagine that the workers have got 
the message—‘Work bloody hard to pay 
for your own increases*, irrespective of 
the profitability of the industry. The 
report goes on to state that it has been 
difficult for some managements and even 
more for some workers to accept that 
overall increases are a thing of the pasft. 

It wants a bit of swallowing to believe 
that managements do not know ‘which 
side their bread is buttered*. It is obvious 
that the workers are getting no butter at 
all, and they realise this by refusing lo 
accept that straight wage increases arc a 
thing of the past. The answer is increased 
pay, shorter hours, no redundancy, more 
mechanization, Workers* Control—only 
then can one talk ‘Productivity*. 

BC. 


no such thing of course as the executive 
fraternity and the word going round 
that an executive is needed by such- 
and-such a firm. Just whom do they 
think they are kidding? The PTB have 
assured the companies that when the 
report is issued names will not be 
mentioned and any particular firm will 
not be recognisable. It will all be 
treated in the strictest confidence in a i 

similar fashion to the building workers* 
and printers’ wage demands^particularly 
the confidential way the survey of the 
newspaper industry was kept hush hush. 

Twenty of Britain's major companies 
are rather coy about having their 
senior staff interviewed by oulyde con¬ 
sultants. They fear leaks of confidential 
information and the lime involved with 
interviews. The companies are willing 
to let PIB staff conduct the interviews. 

Aubrey Jones, chairman of PIB, is to 
have a chat with the directors of the 
various companies involved, just to as¬ 
sure them that they are not likely to 
be called before the PIB just because 
they have granted a director or chair¬ 
man a 25% salary increase™after ail, 
that is within the Government norm 
of 3%, it*s similar to the recent police 
award which, strangely enough, is not 
governed by Prices and Incomes. There 
is no prize for giving the correct answer 
as to why? ^ 

The Government claim they want to 
obtain some guide lines on salaries paid 
in private industry^ to make comparisons 
with State industries. They feel that 
Slate industrial senior staff men may 
be underpaid. They realise they may 
have to pay more to get the men they 
want. Therefore they must go through 
this charade in the hope that if the 
executive staff in the nationalized in¬ 
dustries do receive a salary increase, 
the Joe Soaps in industry will understand 
and not scream when their 3% demand 
gets ‘turned over*. 

One can expect the truth and nothing ^ 

bul the truth !o come out of the 
inquiry. After all men in senior 
management must be men of the highest 
integrity, otherwise they could not hold 
the responsible posts that they do, I 
also believe that the world is flat. 

Bill Chiustophek, 












